410                   THE CANNM SURVIVORS.

One of the consuls of the succeeding year, B. c. 215, was
Posthumius, On his death he was succeeded by Marcellus,
who declined on account of omens, and then by Fabius, the
old dictator. His colleague was Tiberius Sempronius Grac-
chus. Home made an extraordinary effort to place a force
and generals a-field able in some sense to cope with Hannibal.
Defeat and disaster had been harsh, but admirable teachers.
Varro and Cannse was the last bad error of Eome. Wisdom
and strength now came to the fore, showing up doubly
marked against the querulous and weak conduct ofa the Car-
thaginian senate. And fortune after Cannae leaned towards
her. The three army-commanders who opposed Hannibal
were tried men: Marcellus, proconsul, and Fabius and Sem-
pronius, consuls.

After some preliminary changes, followed by the casting of
lots for the legions, to Fabius was given the command of the
army, now at Gales, which had been under the late dictator at
Teanum, and which consisted of two Eoman legions with the
usual complement of other troops; to Gracchus' lot fell that
of the levies of volunteer slaves, and twenty-five thousand
allies, says Livy. He assembled at Sinuessa, from which
place he advanced to Liternum to protect Cum23 and JSTeapolis.
Marcellus, as proconsul, retained the command of two legions
at his eyrie back of Suessula, overlooking and protecting
Nola. All the Cannae fugitives were sent to Sicily for service,
as a punishment for breaking their oath in that battle; these
were joined by the less good material from Junius' army;
and the two legions which had been in Sicily were brought
back to Borne. Otacilius commanded the fleet in Sicily.

The Eoman senate thus made good its threat to punish
those who at Cannae had failed to do their duty. The knights
were dismounted and sent as foot to serve in various parts of
Italy, and other degradations, including loss of pay, followed.rters at Capua in B, c.
